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might have died nearly as hard, if there head been
no French Revolution. In any case, it is a
curious implication that underlies all writing in
this familiar vein, that France ought to have
gone on with a bad government, in order to
secure to England the advantages of a good
one.

As to one disservice, however, there can be no
doubt. The French He volution has furnished
the enemies of each successive proposal of reform
with a boundless supply of prejudicial analogies,
appalling parallels, and ugly nicknames, which
are all just as conclusive with the unwise as if
they were the aptest arguments. Sydney Smith
might well put " the awful example of a neigh-
bouring nation" among the standing topics of
the Noodle's Oration. The abolition of rotten
boroughs brought down a thousand ominous
references to noyades, fusillades, and guillotines.
When Sir Eobert Peel took the duty off corn,
Croker warned him with great solemnity that he
was breaking up the old interests, dividing the
great families, and beginning exactly such a
castastrophe as did the Noailles and the Mont-
morencis in 1789. Cobden and Bright were